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of their preciousÂ .The E.U. is launching a new probe into whether French
energy giant Total engaged in corruption in the business of developing West
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Africa’s offshore oil resources. The E.U.’s Court of Justice will start the
investigation in June, according to two sources familiar with the matter. Under
a controversial, multi-billion dollar, 10-year petroleum development plan, the
French oil giant helped the weak and corrupt Benin government set up a fund
that was used to pay bribes and other funds to officials. Investors in the deal
include Chinese and French firms. The probe could have national and
international implications. The government of Noynoy Aquino, the current
president of Benin, has not been implicated and has said the contracts were
legally compliant. The Benin Oil Ministry did not respond to an email seeking
comment. A spokesman for Total said the company was “strictly attentive to
the good governance requirements of any business undertaken by it.” The
company signed deals with Benin’s state-owned oil company, Société
Nationale d’Energie Generatoire (Soneag), in 2011 to develop offshore
resources off the Atlantic coast of the West African country. According to a
2010 investigation by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists,
based in Washington and Mexico City, Total agreed to have the Benin
government set up a special account to be used to pay for patronage and
other bribes. Parties connected to the Benin government -- including two of its
ministers -- have been accused of establishing the account, paying their own
way in the scheme and then funneling the money to a front company that
would be controlled by Total. The deals involved ten oil fields. They were
designed to share the revenues from the oil production in equal parts, with
another company, Sociedad de Hidrocarburos de Occidente (Shoc), taking a
third. Total held a 70 percent stake in the company. 6d1f23a050
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