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game that will let me.David Jimenez did
not care about the cost of a freight order
or finding a warehouse until a customer
offered him a commission he could not

refuse. A company called Consigne
Transport in Southfield, Mich., needed a

crate to ship a delicate, electronic,
scientific instrument from China to the
U.S. It chose a freight forwarder and

chose David. “I didn’t really think about
anything other than trying to get the job
done,” he said. “I would have paid out of

pocket. If a customer offered me a
commission for a consignment, I would
not have gotten mad about the freight

cost.” Companies doing business with a
consignment freight forwarder pay a
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portion of the freight cost to the agent.
David earns about $40,000 a year and
it’s been a reliable second source of

income for him. But as of July 1, the
Freight Forwarder Regulations of

Canada require a minimum commission
of 15% to carriers operating out of the
U.S. and 25% for all other carriers. “It’s

certainly more competitive, but I’m
happy to do what I need to do to help my
customers,” said David, whose company

was born out of necessity. “From my
perspective it’s a business advantage to

them.” The new rules follow the
implementation of the Harmonized Sales

Tax in Canada and the similar U.S.
Streamline Sales Tax at the border. As a
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result, people need to prove they have
enough foreign and, in this case, U.S.
commerce, money to pay for taxes on

importation into Canada. The Canadian
Wheat Board was eliminated in 2003
and the federal government cut off

direct sales to farmers. Companies like
David are taking over those functions

and, according to the government,
making the process 3e33713323
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