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And what a thrill it is to find that you'd been there before. The joy of re-discovering old
friends. Now, I'll admit, I felt a bit like that when I first came across the 20th anniversary
version of And the Band Played On. The original publication date was 25th April, 1996. I

purchased a first edition copy that same day. It had been more than 20 years. I'd read the book,
of course, but didn't think about it that much after that. Then, when I purchased this

anniversary edition, I saw all of the accompanying material. For the first time I was seeing the
index, the timeline, and the portraits of the family. But I was more interested in the book itself,

the story of the disease and its history from its discovery to the present day. I hadn't given
much thought to the book since my visit to the Cleveland Museum of Art. And now, looking

back, I'll tell you that I hadn't given it as much thought as I should have. I hadn't kept it close to
my desk at work. So I'd never read it more than once in 20 years. I'd probably not read it more
than four times. And that bothered me as much as anything else about the book. A book about
a disease so well hidden and for so long. A book so personal in nature that it was hard for me

to tell it apart from my own story of HIV and AIDS. The circumstances were so much the
same, so much the same in all the ways that so many other people were living through similar
circumstances. But it was the story of a disease that hadn't been much publicized during the

years of the disease, during the years of the virus. During the years of the crisis. Because while
the virus was infecting so many people and wreaking so much havoc, the disease had mostly
gone unreported and virtually undetected. I realized this while reading And the Band Played

On. I realized that the disease was very real. I realized that it had claimed many lives and that it
was devastating countless others. What I hadn't realized was just how much of a quiet

devastation it was. I'd seen the CDC's estimates of the number of AIDS cases; I'd seen the
numbers of HIV cases. But what I hadn't realized was just how much damage was being done
by the disease before they even noticed it. It's not that people were dying prematurely, or that

the disease was spreading. But all the
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